I - 3 We describe a patient with aphemia, that is, an articulation disorder caused by a left hemisphere lesion, as a first symptom of multiple sclerosis.
A 29 year old right handed female medical student complained of speech problems and of a loss of strength in the right hand, which had developed insidiously in 5 days. The speech difficulties mainly consisted of an altered inflection. Writing was unimpaired, but less skilfully performed. She had no other symptoms and her medical history was uneventful. Apart from contraceptives no medication was taken. Neurological examination disclosed a minimal weakness of the right arm and leg. Cranial nerves, coordination, sensory testing, and reflexes were normal, with both plantar responses flexor. There were no signs of bucco-facial apraxia. There was no dysphagia, increase of facial reflexes or lability of emotional expression. Her 
